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Introduction

Over the last decades, the EU has faced a number of crises, from financial and economic to migration crises,
but also renewed geopolitical tensions, domestic opposition and Brexit. Such challenges have resulted in calls
to make arrangements more flexible and adaptable to member states’ different needs and to different policy
areas. Differentiation has gained prominence on the European agenda and is a crucial matter in today’s
debates on the future of Europe, raising new questions: Is differentiation sustainable and acceptable? Can
differentiation instead lead to  democratic  problems,  or  ultimately,  disintegration?  The DiCE Networking
Conference on Brexit aims at mobilising experts and relevant stakeholders from policy-making, civil society
and academia and bring them together for  three roundtable debates,  as  well  as  a  ‘witness panel’  with
stakeholder involved in the Brexit negotiations. The conference focuses on the distinction between internal
and external differentiation and on the role of Brexit for the future of the EU in general and the effects on
differentiation research in particular.

DiCE is a Coordination and Support Action (CSA) that brings together the three successful projects funded by
the EU on ‘Past, present and future of differentiation in European governance’. The project is composed of the
three coordinators of the sister projects Integrating Diversity in the European Union (InDivEU), EU Integration
and Differentiation for Effectiveness and Accountability (EU IDEA) and EU Differentiation, Dominance and
Democracy (EU3D). DiCE aims to enhance the focus on Brexit and to broaden the general understanding on
the different dynamics of internal and external differentiation. More information on the project can be found
here https://www.dice.uio.no/

DiCE has received funding
from the European Union’s
Horizon 2020 research and

innovation programme
under grant agreement

N°870789.

https://www.dice.uio.no/


Draft Programme

11 March Morning Session 

10.00 – 10.15 Welcome by the organisers

John Erik Fossum, Brigid Laffan, Nicoletta Pirozzi

10.15 – 11.00 Opening keynote speech

Jean-Claude Piris

11.00 - 11.30 Break

11.30 - 12.30 Roundtable I

Brexit in comparison: models of differentiated (dis)integration

Moderator: Kalypso Nicolaïdis

Speakers:  Meltem Müftüler-Baç,  John  Erik  Fossum,  Christian  Frommelt,  Nanette
Neuwahl

12 March Morning Session 

09.00 - 10.00 Roundtable II

Brexit next: the future of EU integration and EU-UK relations

Moderator: Christopher Lord

Speakers: Brigid Laffan, Hussein Kassim, Vivien A. Schmidt, Fabian Zuleeg

10.00 - 10.10 Break

10.10 - 11.10 Roundtable III

What role for the United Kingdom in a post-Brexit world

Moderator: Julie Smith (TBC)

Speakers: Ian Bond, Michael Keating, Federico Fabbrini, Jo Shaw

11.10 - 11.30 Break

11.30 - 12.30 Witness panel: The view from stakeholders involved in Brexit

Moderator: Nicoletta Pirozzi

Speakers: Jill Rutter, Georgina Wright, Declan Kelleher, Stefaan de Rynck

12.30 - 13.00 Conclusions and next steps

John Erik Fossum, Brigid Laffan, Nicoletta Pirozzi


